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The Girl Who Became a Beatle by Greg Taylor.  2011.  Regina is 16-year old Beatles obsessed rocker who takes a trip to 
an alternate reality where the Beatles never existed and her band, the Caverns are the rock-and-roll superstars. 
LISTEN: The Beatles:  Volume One and Two 
 

Where She Went by Gayle Forman.  2011.  Adam, a rising rock star, and Mia, a successful cellist, reunite in New York and 
reconnect after the horrific events that tore them apart when Mia almost died in a car accident three years earlier. 
LISTEN: Other Lives: Tamer Animals, Cello Suites by Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

How to Rock Braces and Glasses by Meg Haston.  2011.  NEW. When popular middle-schooler Kacey gets glasses &braces 
and is rejected by her crowd, she befriends a boy who is in a punk rock band and discovers some things about friendship and herself. 
LISTEN: Bat for Lashes: Two Suns, Cute is What We Aim For—Rotation 
 

Somebody Everybody Listens To by Suzanne Supplee.  2010.  Upon graduating from high school in the tiny town of 
Starling, Tennessee, aspiring country singer Retta Lee Jones gets herself to Nashville & tries to persevere in pursuing her dreams. 
LISTEN: Taylor Swift: Fearless, Lucinda Williams: Little Honey 
 

Five Flavors of Dumb by Antony John.  2010.  Piper is 18 and becomes the  
manager for her classmates’ popular rock band, called Dumb, giving her the chance to  
prove her capabilities.  Now if she could just get the band members to get along. 
LISTEN: All American Rejects: Kids in the Street 
 

Brooklyn Burning by Steven Brezenoff.  2010.  Kid is 16, lives on the streets of Brooklyn,  
loves Felix, a guitarist and junkie who disappears, leaving Kid the subject of an arson investigation.   
A year later Scout arrives & gives Kid a chance to be in a band and  
find true love. LISTEN: Grizzly Bear: Yellow House,  
TV On the Radio: Dear Science 

 

The Disenchantments by Nina LaCour.  2011.  NEW. Colby’s post high-school plans to 
tour with his best friend Beth’s band and spend a year with her in Europe fall apart when Beth 
announces that she is going to start college right after the tour.   
LISTEN: The Yeah Yeah Yeahs: Fever to Tell, Black Box Recorder: The Facts of Life 
 

Zero by Tom Leveen.  2010.  NEW.  Aspiring artist Amanda “Zero” Walsh starts a relationship 
with the drummer of a punk rock band, which helps her come to terms with  herself, her falling out 
with her best friend, and her parents’ personal problems. 
LISTEN: The Arctic Monkeys: Humbug, The Walkmen: Lisbon 



MOREMOREMOREMORE    

Rules to Rock By by Josh Farrar.  2010. Annabella tries to start a rock band at her new  
middle school, but has trouble when the members of a rival band bully her and she develops a case of writer’s block. 
LISTEN: The Kinks: Come Dancing with the Kinks, The Flaming Lips: Fight Test 
 

Freefall by Mindi Scott.  2010. A bass guitar player in a teen rock band deals with alcoholism, his best friend’s death, and 
first love. LISTEN: Radiohead: Ok Computer 
 

After Tupac and D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson.  2008.  In the NYC borough of Queens three girls bond over their 
shared love of Tupac’s music, as together they try to make sense of the unpredictable world in which they live. 
LISTEN: LISTEN: The Best of Grandmaster Flash, Melle Mel & the Furious Five: Message From Beat Street 
 

Debbie Harry Sings in French by Meagan Brothers.  2008.  After completing an alcohol rehab program, Johnny’s 
mother sends him to live with his uncle in North Carolina where he meets Maria, who understands his fascination with the new wave 
band Blondie.  LISTEN: The Complete Picture: The Very Best of Debbie Harry and Blondie 

 
Beige by Cecil Castellucci.  2007.  Katy, a quiet teenager, reluctantly leaves Montreal to spend time with her estranged 
father, an aging Los Angeles punk rock legend.  LISTEN: The Clash: London Calling, Neko Case: Middle Cyclone 

 
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist  by Rachel Cohn.  2006.  High school student Nick, a member of a rock  
band, meets a college-bound Norah and asks her to be his girlfriend for five minutes to avoid his ex-sweetheart. 
LISTEN: Belle and Sebastian: Write About Love, The Cure: Staring at the Sea 
 

The Orpheus Obsession by Dakota Lane.  2005. Anooshka Star is 16 and has a tumultuous relationship 
with her mother.  She becomes obsessed with a rock singer and follows him into his world, and an unexpected  
death magnifies her troubles. LISTEN: Modest Mouse: No One’s First, and You’re Next 
 

Rock Star Superstar by Blake Nelson.  2004. When Pete, a talented bass player, moves from playing in  
the high school jazz band to playing in a popular rock group, he his exhilarated.  But, his girlfriend is not.  
LISTEN: Nirvana: Nevermind/ Green Day: Insomniac 
 

The Big Nothing by Adrian Fogelin.  2004. A middle-schooler struggles to cope with major family problems, including a 
brother who might be headed to war, but finds an escape in piano lessons and the dream of a romance. 
LISTEN: Bright Eyes: Digital Ash in a Digital Urn, M. Ward: A Wasteland Companion 
 

Mountain Solo by Jeanette Ingold.  2003.  Back at her childhood home in Montana, after a disastrous concert, a 
teenage violin prodigy contemplates giving up life in NYC.  
LISTEN: Fleet Foxes: Helplessness Blues, Dead Winter Carpenters: Self Titled 

 
This Lullaby*A Novel by Sarah Dessen.  2002. Raised by a mother who’s had 5 husbands, 18-year-old Remy 
believes in Short-term, no-commitment relationships until she meets Dexter, a rock band musician. LISTEN: Cat Power: Jukebox 
 

Born Blue by Han Nolan.  2001. Janie was 4 when she almost drowned due to her mother’s neglect.  Through an  
unhappy foster home experience, and years of feeling unwanted she keeps alive her dream of becoming a famous singer.  
LISTEN: Amy Winehouse: Back to Black,  Adele: 21 

 
 


